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that Shivaji came to Delhi and paid peshkash. Nothing came of
the visit to Delhi, and Shivaji's hopes were disappointed when the
Emperor kept him a prisoner. When Shivaji later on made his
escape, and commenced the war again, Aurangzeb appears to have
relented, and towards 1667, he gave Shivaji a Jahagir in Berar with
the title of a Raja, and a mansab to his son Sambhaji. These
concessions were apparently intended to satisfy Shivaji's old claims
to chouth and sardeshmukhi. Shivaji, however, was not satisfied
with the concessions made, and began to insist on his own terms,
and levied chouth and sardeshmukhi from the rulers of Bijapur
and Golconda. In 1668, the Bijapur Adilshahi kings agreed to pay
three lakhs of rupees on account of chouth and sardeshmukhi, and
the Golconda ruler'agreed to pay five lakhs about the same time,
In 1671, chouth and sardeshmukhi levies were recovered from the
Moghul provinces of Khandesh. In 1674, the Portuguese possessions
in the Konkan were made to pay tribute by way of chouth and
sardeshmukhi for that part of the country. In return foe the
tributes paid by the Bijapur and Golconda rulers, Shivaji undertook
to protect them from the aggressions of the Moghuls, and this
protection was found very effective in the wars which took place
about that time. The Raja of Bednore and the Chief of Soonda
also agreed to pay tribute to Shivaji, and in 1676, when Shivaji
invaded the Karnatik, chouth and sardeshmukhi demands were
enforced in those distant possessions. Before his death in 1680,
Shivaji had thus established his system of subsidiary and tributary
alliances with the consent of the Mahomedan and Hindu rulers
in Southern India whom he protected, and he enforced his demands
on some of the Moghul provinces also. The sardeshmukhi claim
was, in its origin, a request for hereditary vatan> burdened with
the charge of revenue collections. The demand for chouth was
subsequently added with the consent of the powers whose protection
was undertaken against foreign aggression, on payment of fixed
sums for the support of .the troops maintained for such service.
This was the original idea as worked out by Shivaji, and it was
this same idea which in the Marquis of Wellesley's hand bore such
fruit a hundred and twenty-five years later.
When the War of Independence was over, and the Maratha
leaders had established themselves in the Karnatik, Gangathadi,
Berars, Khandesh, and the frontiers of Gujarat and Malwa, this
idea naturally received an expansion, and in the negotiations which
took place with the Moghul Governors, Balaji Vishwanath and the
other advisers of Shahu found it necessary to introduce considerable
modifications. While the war was still going on, there was no
room for negotiations about chouth and sardeshmukhi, aad